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cases, tubal abortion in 19 per cent., while in 20 per cent, of the cases 
the gestation was unruptured. Of 96 patients in whom there was a 
possibility of pregnancy after the operation, 36 have since become preg¬ 
nant one or more times and 61 pregnancies have resulted in 37 full-term 
children. In 16 cases the pregnancy ended in miscarriages and 6 
patients had a second extra-uterine pregnancy. 


Tuberculosis and Cancer.—The theory prevailing among the 
majority of physicians for a number of years, and still prevailing 
among a few, that tuberculosis and malignant neoplasia are antpgo- 
nistic, has not been borne out by facts, according to Broders (Jour. 
Am. Med. Assn., 1919, lxxii, 390), of the Mayo Clinic, who has devoted 
his attention to a consideration of this subject. He states that the 
fact that some tissues or organs are, to a certain degree, immune from 
one or the other or both of these diseases does not prove that the two 
diseases are antagonistic. If the obseivations of Naegcli ere correct, 
in which he showed that in 93 per cent, of 420 necropsies on adults 
more than eighteen years of age, either active, latent or healed tube;- 
culosis had been present, then it is reasonable to believe that similar 
findings should prevail in an equal number of persons who have died 
with malignant neoplasia. Furthermore, it would seem that the 
reason that pathologists arc not finding tuberculosis more frequently 
at necropsy in persons who have died from malignant neoplasia is that 
the pathologists are satisfied to find the malignant neoplastic condition, 
and therefore fail to make a thorough search for tuberculosis. Since 
the surgical pathologist’s examinations are limited to the tissue removed 
by the surgeon, he is greatly handicapped in the search for the two 
conditions associated, while the pathologist doing a necropsy has 
access to a large part or the whole of the body. The fact that active 
tuberculosis occurs most frequently in persons under forty-five years, 
and malignant neoplasia, especially epithelial tissue malignant neo¬ 
plasia, most frequently in persons over forty-five, docs not prohibit the 
association of latent and healed tuberculosis with malignant neoplasia, 
and, as a matter of fact, in the series of twenty cases that the writer 
studied the two conditions were associated in the same microscopic field 
seven times (35 per cent.). 
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A Positive Wassermann Reaction in Some Tuberculous Affections 
of the Skin, — Schausiann (Ann. dc dermat. ct dc sijpli., 1918-19, 
No. 1) has obtained a strongly positive Wassermann reaction in two 
eases of tuberculide, including under this term erythematous lupus. 
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The first case was a woman, aged thirty-eight years, who presented 
two patches of erythematous lupus on the cheek, along with swollen 
lymphatic glands; she gave a strongly positive Wassermann reaction. 
Three years later she was seen again, when, in addition to the erythe¬ 
matous lupus, she presented ulcerating nodules on the legs, the papulo¬ 
necrotic tuberculide; again the Wassermann was strongly positive. 
Intramuscular injections of gray oil were without effect upon the ulcer¬ 
ating lesions of the legs. The second case was one of papulonecrotic 
tuberculide, and in this case there was likewise a positive Wassermann 
reaction. The author was quite certain that neither of these patients 
was syphilitic. (It may be observed here that not all authorities are 
agreed as to the tuberculous character of erythematous lupus.— 
M. B. H.) 


Pediculosis Pubis Due to the Head Louse.— Nicolas and Massia 
{Ann. de dcrmatol. ct dc syph., January, 1916) have observed an example 
of pediculosis of the pubic region, due to the pediculus capitis. As is well- 
known, it is rare for the various species of pediculi to be found outside 
their normal habitat, although the pediculus pubis is found occasionally 
on the axillary hair. The authors have found but a single case similar 
to their own in literature. Lydston some years ago reported a case 
of pruritus vulva} in a young girl which was found to be due to the 
pediculus capitis. 


Dermatitis Coccidiosa. — Seilin {Med. Record, March 1, 1919) 
reports, from Chicago, a new case of this most interesting dermatosis. 
The patient was a cigar maker, aged thirty-two years. On the right 
palm, at the base of the thumb, was a dry scaly area, about inches 
square, which contained a number of painful fissures, with thickened 
edges, and about a dozen deep-seated vesicles. Scattered about this 
patch were a number of very small superficial abscesses. Microscopic 
examination of the contents of the vesicles revealed the presence of 
hundreds of coccidia. The affection had begun nine years before, with 
the appearance of a few hard papules in the palm, accompanied by 
intense itching. The treatment consisted of the application of a 1 per 
cent, solution of copper sulphate after opening the vesicles, the internal 
administration of potassium iodide and hypodermic injections of emetin 
hydrochloride. The effect of the treatment was remarkable; within 
twenty-four hours improvement was noted and within five days the 
patch was completely healed. 


An Unusually Extensive Case of Symmetrical Keratodermia.— 
VilvandrIs {British Jour. Dermatol., Octobei^December, 1918) reports 
an extraordinary case of keratodermia recently under his observation 
in the London Hospital. The patient was a girl, aged five years, who 
presented no other abnormality than the condition of the skin. Accord¬ 
ing to the statement of the mother the skin was apparently normal at 
birth, but the affection appeared soon after. The hands, forearms, elbows, 
knees, lower portion of the legs and the feet presented extensive areas 
of greatly thickened skin, with w'art-like surface and some hyper¬ 
trichosis. They were grayish black in color, symmetrically situated and 
presented the same shape on both sides. Those on the knees were 
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lozenge-shaped, ending in a point some distance below the patella. 
The palms and soles were markedly affected and deeply fissured, pre¬ 
senting a bark-like appearance. There was no history of any hereditary 
factor. Some excellent photographs accompany the paper which illus¬ 
trate the features of the case better than any verbal description. 


Acute Lichen Planus Treated by Lumbar Puncture.— Pernet (British 
Jour. Dermatol., July-Septeinber, 1918) at a recent meeting of the 
Dermatological Section of the Royal Society of Medicine presented a 
case of acute lichen planus which had been treated by lumbar puncture. 
The patient was an ill-nourished woman, aged fifty-four years, in whom 
the disease had lasted two months and was accompanied by an irri¬ 
tation which the patient described as “dreadful.” A lumbar puncture 
was done and 8 c.c. of spinal fluid removed; the severe pruritus was 
relieved and the eruption became pale and began to undergo involution. 
This was the exhibitor’s third case thus treated, and in all lie had ob¬ 
tained good results. In the discussion which followed the presentation 
of the case, Pringle stated that he had employed this procedure several 
times, always with very satisfactory results as to the relief of the itching, 
but in a few days it recurred and he had not considered it advisable to 
make a second puncture. Bunch agreed that the treatment relieved the 
itching, but he did not find that it benefited the eruption. 


Multiple Benign Basal-cell Epithelioma of the Scalp. —* Adamson 
(British Jour. Dermatol., July-September, 1918) reports a new case of 
this affection and briefly refers to some of the cases previously reported 
as endothelioma capitis. The patient was a man, aged sixty-one years. 
On the scalp were numerous, forty to fifty, small tumors varying in 
size from a hemp-seed to a chestnut. They were quite firm, the color 
of the skin, freely movable and devoid of hair; there were also a few 
small lesions of a similar character on the back. The tumors on the 
scalp had been present for twelve years, but those on the back had been 
noticed for thirty years. Sections made from an excised tumor showed 
the features characteristic of benign basal-cell epithelioma. The author 
agrees with Dubreuilh and Auche that the cases of multiple tumors of 
the scalp which have heretofore been described as endothelioma capitis 
are actually basal-cell epithelioma belonging to the same group as the 
epithelioma adenoides cysticum of Brooke. Like this affection, it shows 
a marked tendency to occur in two or more members of a family. 
According to Dubreuilh and Auche there are no authenticated cases of 
endothelioma capitis. 



